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from South Carolina (Mr. GRAHAM), the
Senator from Illinois (Mr. KIRK), the
Senator from Florida (Mr. RUBIO), the
Senator from Arkansas (Mr. SULLIVAN),
and the Senator from Louisiana (Mr.
VITTER).

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from New Mexico (Mr. HEIN-
RICH) and the Senator from Michigan
(Mr. PETERS) are necessarily absent.

I further announce that, if present
and voting, the Senator from Michigan
(Mr. PETERS) would have voted ‘‘no.”

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 47,
nays 46, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 57 Leg.]

YEAS—47
Alexander Daines Murkowski
Ayotte Enzi Paul
Barrasso Ernst Perdue
Blunt Fischer Portman
Boozman Flake Risch
Burr Gardner Roberts
Capito Grassley Rounds
Cassidy Hatch
Coats Hoeven Zzzii
Cochran Inhofe Sessions
Collins Isakson
Corker Johnson Shelby
Cornyn Lankford T?“{ne
Cotton Lee Tillis
Crapo McCain Toomey
Cruz Moran Wicker
NAYS—46

Baldwin Heitkamp Nelson
Bennet Heller Reed
Blumenthal Hirono Reid
Booker Kaine Sanders
Boxer King Schatz
Brown Klobuchar Schumer
Cantwell Leahy Shaheen
Cardin Manchin
Carper Markey ’?‘tabenow

: ester
Casey McCaskill
Coons McConnell Udall
Donnelly Menendez Warner
Durbin Merkley Wa‘lfr en
Feinstein Mikulski Whitehouse
Franken Murphy Wyden
Gillibrand Murray

NOT VOTING—17

Graham Peters Vitter
Heinrich Rubio
Kirk Sullivan

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote, the yeas are 47, the nays are 46.

Three-fifths of the Senators duly cho-
sen and sworn not having voted in the
affirmative, the motion is rejected.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
enter a motion to reconsider the vote.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The mo-
tion is entered.

Mr. McCONNELL. I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
LANKFORD). Without objection, it is so
ordered.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President,
today Democrats voted to continue
blocking funding for the Department of
Homeland Security to protect actions
President Obama himself referred to as
‘“‘ignoring the law.” The vote came
after a Federal judge enjoined the ad-
ministration from moving ahead with
that overreach. I was certainly glad to
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see that court decision. The issue will
continue winding its way through our
courts. In the meantime, Congress is
trying to do what it can. Yet even
Democrats who had previously been
critical of the President ‘‘ignoring the
law” voted again today to defend his
overreach.

My preference is still to debate and
pass the funding legislation that is cur-
rently before us. It has already passed
the House. It is the simplest and easi-
est way forward. If Democrats think it
needs to be amended, I am sure they
will try to do that, but first we need to
bring it to the floor. As long as Demo-
crats continue to prevent us from even
doing that, the new bill I described of-
fers another option we can turn to. It is
another way to get the Senate unstuck
from a Democratic filibuster and move
the debate forward.

———

MORNING BUSINESS

TRIBUTE TO ERMA H. ROSENHAN

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, I would
like to take a moment to recognize
Erma H. Rosenhan in honor of her
100th birthday on February 28, 2015.

Erma has devoted years of her life to
genealogical research, submitting over
400,000 names—many of them German—
to the Family History Department of
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints for ordinance work in LDS
temples. She has served the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in
many different capacities, including as
an employee, as a member of the Mor-
mon Tabernacle Choir, and as a mis-
sionary. Her extensive genealogical
work and her service to the LDS
Church have blessed both her extended
family and all those who know her. On
her 100th birthday, she shows no signs
of slowing down; in fact, she still con-
ducts research 3 days a week at the
Family History Library in downtown
Salt Lake City.

Erma H. Rosenhan is an example of
kindness, hard work, and humble perse-
verance. She deserves our recognition
for her lifetime of selfless, diligent
service.

——
TRIBUTE TO ROGER COCKRELL

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I wish to
pay tribute to one of the finest staffers
I have encountered in my years in the
U.S. Senate. Roger Cockrell is retiring
this week after 15 years of service to
the Senate Appropriations Committee,
which was proceeded by more than 20
years with the U.S. Army Corps of En-
gineers, mainly in Vicksburg, MS.

I spent many years as either the
chairman or ranking Democrat on the
Energy and Water Appropriations Sub-
committee. It is a great bill. It not
only funds a lot of important energy
and science priorities, it also provides
the annual funding for the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers and the Bureau of
Reclamation, both of which are tre-
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mendously important to my home
State of Nevada. Sorting through all of
the projects and programs that are
funded through these two agencies is
tremendously technical and com-
plicated work.

I realized fairly early in my time at
the top of that subcommittee that I
needed an experienced engineer to en-
sure that we were prioritizing and
funding these thousands of projects ac-
cording to both technical merit and
also national priorities. So, I brought
in Roger as a fellow from the Corps of
Engineers and it turned out to be one
of the best decisions I ever made. As all
Members have been known to do, I kept
him as a fellow for as long as the Corps
would pay him and then I hired him
away.

Roger is exactly what you want in a
staffer, particularly one who represents
you on the Appropriations Committee:
Smart, extremely well-prepared, hard-
working, and, in the case of Roger,
more willing to work with the staff of
other Members to make their priorities
work within the rules than anyone I
have ever met. If Roger could not make
your project work within the rules,
regulations, and laws regarding a water
project, it is a pretty safe bet that it
was a bad project. So far as I know,
Roger never turned down a meeting
with anyone and his eternally sunny
and friendly nature always made him a
delight to work with.

I left that subcommittee many years
ago now, but Roger stayed there and
has gone back and forth to both the
Republican and Democratic staffs sev-
eral times depending upon who is in
the majority around here. I can think
of no higher compliment to a Senate
staffer than to be held in such high es-
teem by both sides that he or she is re-
tained by the majority year-after-year,
Congress after Congress because of his
or her expertise and, more impor-
tantly, fairness. And Roger is nothing
if not fair to all who have appeared in
his doorway over the years. The Senate
is a better place because of people like
Roger Cockrell.

I wish Roger and his wife Anna Lisa
all the best as they move on to what-
ever is next in their lives. I am sad to
see him go, but he has earned more
time with his family, including his
daughter Melissa. I have known him
long enough to know that he won’t be
able to sit still for long. I join my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle in ex-
pressing my gratitude for his long and
dedicated service to our Nation.

———————

TRIBUTE TO CHRISTINE PRIETSCH

Mr. REID. Mr. President, Christine
Prietsch, the director of the Senate’s
Employee Assistance Program, is leav-
ing the Senate family after 11 years of
dedicated service to Senators, staff,
and family members. Before joining
the Senate, Christy served with the Se-
cret Service, Department of Justice
and the Department’s Offices of U.S.
Attorneys EAP programs. We often cel-
ebrate those who dedicate so much to
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